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Dr. Koen Verbist is a Programme Specialist working at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, where he
is responsible for the implementation of the Water Sciences Programme (IHP), as well as to support and
implement interdisciplinary and intersectoral projects in the field of Natural Sciences.

Particularly in Latin America and (Southern) Africa, he has been supporting the implementation of flood and
drought risk management strategies and to address climate change impacts on water security. He has led
the development of the Drought Atlas and the setup of Flood and Drought Monitoring systems for
countries in the region. More recently, he has supported the development of a novel approach to address
climate change impacts on water resources and to identify appropriate adaptation pathways.

He obtained his PhD in 2011 at Ghent University, Belgium, targeting land degradation and the
improvement of water harvesting systems in drylands and has co-authored several UNESCO
publications on these topics, as well as over 25 scientific papers in international journals.
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